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President’s Column

At the annual state MSAP convention on May 5, the assembled
members conducted the business of the association, including
adopting amendments to the bylaws and standing rules, adopting
a budget, and electing officers. In particular, | was elected to a
second term, so you can continue to see my columns in this
newsletter for another year. One of the key points of the adopted
budget was a significant (and temporary) increase in the budget
for our website, as it is the clear direction of the convention and
the board to improve our web presence. A committee has been
formed for that purpose and should commence its work shortly.

Other than the business of the convention, we also had a
presentation from Jeanette Williams, PRP, Past President of NAP
and MSAP, entitled “Let’s Hold a Meeting.” All of us know, in
theory, how to make and second motions, to state those
questions as chair, and to perform other parliamentary tasks, but
can we put that knowledge into practice when put on the spot? As
we learned, these tasks are often more difficult in practice, and
we aided each other in properly performing them. Interactive
presentations such as this one are invaluable in preparing to serve
as members, officers, and parliamentarians, and we are indebted
to Jeanette for her time in preparing and presenting this
educational presentation.

We have events upcoming at both the state and national level.
The National Training Conference will be held from September 7-9
in Buffalo, NY, and it is sure to include many educational seminars
from our fellow parliamentarians. On Saturday, October 6" we
will have our own educational seminar. It shall once again be
prepared by Pat Reymann, PRP, so | am certain it will be at least as
big a success as last year. For those of you who wish to consider
your own parliamentary education, please consider attending one
or both of these events.

Josh Martin, PRP
President
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52" Annual MSAP Convention

Our convention this year was held at the Holiday Inn in
Bloomington MN on May 5. Our President Josh Martin,
PRP, called the convention to order at 9 a.m.

The singing of our national anthem was led by Robert Vokes
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Richard Skimland
and an inspiration by Lucy Johnson, PRP, based on a
statement by Benjamin Franklin. A moment of silence was
then observed in honor of Fred Riehm and Len Glaeser who
passed this last year.

Josh Martin Called the 2018
Annual Convention to Order

President Martin welcomed everyone and invited everyone
to introduce themselves. There were 14 members in
attendance.

Credentials Chairman Judy Twisk announced as of 9:09 a.m. that 13 voting members and 1 non-
voting member were present. The report was moved seconded and adopted and a quorum was
declared.

Robert Vokes then rose to give a report on adoption/rejection of several items to the
bylaws/standing rules.

Next was the adoption of the convention standing rules and then
the convention program, itself. President Josh Martin, PRP,
appointed the following: Tellers: Richard Skimland, Judy Twisk;
Timekeeper: Miriam Simmons, PRP; Minutes Approval
Committee: Pat Reymann, PRP, Robert Vokes, Michael Orr, RP.

Darleen Harens, PRP reported on the minutes of last year’s
convention. Other Reports were available in the convention
packets.

| i Robert Vokes then rose to
Lucy Johnson Provided the give a report on adoption/
Inspiration rejection of several items to

the bylaws/standing rules.

Nominating Committee Chairman Robert Vokes presented the
following slate of officers: President: Josh Martin, PRP; Vice-
President: Miriam Simmons, PRP; Secretary: Robert Vokes. He 2017 Convention Minutes
reminded us that the treasurer is in the second year of her first
two-year term and is not up for election.
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There being no further nominations, the president
declared that the nominations were closed. Ballots were
distributed collected and counted. The President
declared the election of Josh Marin, PRP as President,
Miriam Simmons, PRP Vice-President, and Robert Vokes
as Secretary.

Robert Vokes Nominating Committee Chairman
presented the following candidates for the 2018-2019

2018-2019 Officers (I to r): Judy Nominating Committee: Lucy Johnson, PRP; Beverly
Twisk, Treasurer; Josh Martin, Kennedy, RP; Robert Vokes.
President; Robert Vokes, Secretary;
Miriam Simmons, Vice President There were no further nominations. After the ballots

were cast, collected and counted, President Josh Martin

declared the Nominating Committee elected: Robert Vokes chairman, Beverly Kennedy, Lucy
Johnson.

During the break which followed there were educational materials available for sale provide by
Darleen Harens PRP and materials by the historian Pay Reymann PRP were also on display.

Budget Committee Chairman Judy Twisk moved the adoption of the 2017- 2018 budget. After a web
allocation amendment from $50 to $350 the amended budget was adopted.

Josh updated us on the NAP report as well as the latest information on the National Training
Conference.

After a buffet lunch, our presenter Jeannette Williams,
PRP, gave an unusual and entertaining workshop entitled
“Let’s Have a Meeting!” What made it unusual and
challenging was that you did not know when you would
be called on to participate until the last second, so you
had to pay close attention—and you did.

After the workshop, Jeannette also installed all of the
officers using the theme “Cheerios” where all the
incoming officers received different flavor boxes of

cheerios. Jeanette Williams Conducted the
Interactive Workshop

Thanks to photographer Bob Williams who took pictures of both the Northern Lights (NLP} and Saint
Paul (SPU) Units! The convention was adjourned sine die at 2:15 p.m.
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| would like to thank everyone who made my job as vice president of MSAP and convention chair a
learning experience the past two years. It has been a pleasure to serve you.

Richard Skimland
Vice President, 2018-2017

Editor’s Note: Special thanks to Bob Williams, who served as official
photographer during the 2018 Annual Convention. To see additional
photos, go to: https://rw48395.smugmug.com/2018-MSAP/.

CONVENTION FINANCE REPORT SAVE TH E DATE l
Income
Registrations 2019 Annual Convention
11@545 S 495.00
1@S50 50.00
Sale of NAP Items 108.50 Saturday, May 4, 2019
Total Income $ 653.50
8:30 a.m.
Expenses
Breakfast, Lunch, Breaks $429.00 Place TBD
Tax & Gratuities 147.59
A-V, Lectern, Meeting Room 55.00
Gifts 44.49
Photocopies 64.30
Postage, NAP Returns 25.61
NAP Consignment 83.50
Registration Reimbursement _45.00
Total Expenses 894.49
P » Miriam Simmons
Income-Expenses ($-240.99) Vice President, 2018-2019
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Changes to the Bylaws and Standing Rules

MSAP Bylaws and Standing Rules were amended by MSAP members at the 2018 MSAP Convention as
follows:

AMENDMENT #1 Bylaws Article V, Section 5 amended by adding a new letter “g,” to read as follows:
“The outgoing treasurer shall, within thirty (30) days following the close of the annual convention,
deliver to his/her successor, all materials and funds pertaining to his/her office, including the
financial report for the convention.”

AMENDMENT #2 Standing Rule 3.8 amended to read as follows: “The seminars committee shall
prepare a budget and make all arrangements for the fall seminar with the approval of the president
in electronic consultation with the board.”

AMENDMENT #3 Standing Rule 5 amended by adding new sections 5.2.6 and 5.3.6 to read as follows:
“5.2.6. the detailed fall seminar and financial reports” and “5.3.6. the detailed annual convention and
financial reports.”

Lucy Johnson, PRP, Chairman
Bylaws Committee

Public Relations

Why do people care about learning parliamentary procedures? Let’s answer the poll on the Meetup
site under the “MORE” menu. Have you forgotten why you got that fire in your belly to learn these
rules? If we know what motivates people to take the first step to connect on social media, we can
bring them through the door so they can join us in becoming the best parliamentarians, meeting
chairs, delegates, and meeting participants we can be.

| invite all MSAP members to join the Meetup group. This software’s purpose is to get people off the
internet and meeting face to face. Come to a social media site where good things happen and to
Unit and Toastmaster meetings where great things happen.

Judy Twisk
PR Chairman
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Youth and Judging

To let everyone know what MSAP has given to students and schools who compete on the state level
in both BPA(Business Professionals of America) and FCCLA (Family Community Career Leaders of
America). All the students who compete and were on the first place team, both in BPA and FCCLA,
received an NAP medallion.

Schools who compete for the first time at the state level in either BPA or FCCLA receive a packet of
books. The packet includes a spiral bound copy of the current edition of RONR and 2 copies of the
current edition of RONR In Brief. This year there were two schools who had not competed before.

This year when judging BPA state competition, there were two schools which appeared to be new
teams, however, they were not. They had not competed for several years. When the judges talked to
them afterwards, it was discovered that they were revamping their parli-pro competition teams.
They had the latest edition of RONR, but were not even familiar with RONR in Brief. The judges
decided they should have the In Brief copies. Therefore MSAP has had sent to those two schools, two
copies each of the spiral bound RONR in Brief.

No more judging of student teams this year. The next one very likely will be the Regional BPA
competition in January 2019. Be ready to receive a call to assist with that judging.

Thank you to all the MSAP individuals who so willingly judged when asked if they were available.

Darleen A. Harens, PRP
Chairman, Youth and Judging

MSAP HISTORIAN’S REPORT
May 2018

The Minnesota State Association of Parliamentarians continued to thrive in 2017-18 under the
leadership of President Josh Martin, PRP; Vice-President Richard Skimland; Secretary Darleen Harens,
PRP; and Treasurer Judy Twisk.

With Beverly Kennedy, RP, as President, the Northern Lights Parliamentarians added two new
members during the year. Volunteer members took turns presenting educational sessions during
their meetings, which took place at 6:30 pm on the second Tuesday of the month at Perkins
Restaurant, I-494 and France Ave. in Bloomington.

The St. Paul Unit had 17 members who met at 9:30 am on the third Monday of the month at Holy

Family Residence, 330 South Exchange St. in St. Paul. They celebrated their 50th anniversary on
November 20th with a lunch at the Downtowner Grill and a parliamentary skit written by members in
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1987, including a commentary composed by the late Muriel Miller. The Unit received a letter of
congratulations from NAP President Jim Jones.

SPU members Miriam Simmons and Lucy Johnson became Professional Registered Parliamentarians
during the year.

Each unit lost a long-time member. Len Glaeser of NLP died on Dec. 6, 2017, and Fred Riehm of SPU
died on January 5, 2018. Both members are sorely missed by friends, family, and fellow
parliamentarians.

Darleen Harens, PRP, arranged for MSAP members to serve as judges for three student contests
sponsored by Business Professionals of America (BPA) and Family, Career and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA).

Public Relations Chair Judy Twisk continued to post information on Meetup to attract new members
and promote Parliamentary Procedure.

The Annual Fall Seminar was held on October 6th at Joseph’s Grill in St. Paul with 15 members in
attendance. It was arranged around the theme “Minding Our P’s and Q’s.” Josh Martin presented
Questions of Privilege; Miriam Simmons, Previous Question; Mike Orr, Quorum; and Lucy Johnson,
Privileged Motions.

The year closes with the 2018 Annual Convention on May 5th at the Holiday Inn South in
Bloomington. Jeanette Williams, PRP, will engage the group in her presentation of Let’s Have a
Meeting. Bylaw amendments will be considered, the budget presented, and officers elected. Those
members nominated are Josh Martin for President, Miriam Simmons for Vice President, and Robert
Vokes for Secretary.

Patricia Reymann, PRP
Historian

St. Paul Unit

The St. Paul Unit continues to meet monthly on the third
Monday at the Holy Family Residence, Little Sisters of the
Poor, 330 South Exchange Street, St. Paul. We review and
discuss the questions for the Registered Parliamentarian
Examination at 8:30 am, and our regular meeting, which
includes an education session, begins at 9:30 a.m.

SPU Members at the Convention
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The current officers are, President, Ginny Altman, PRP; Vice President, Miriam Simmons, PRP;
Secretary, Robert Vokes; Treasurer, Patricia Reymann, PRP.

We met last on May 21, 2018. We had a few moments of wonderment regarding the early summer
weather we were experiencing inasmuch as we had to cancel our April meeting because of the
snowstorm that brought 20 inches or more of snow to the area. We were amused that we went from
winter to summer in a month's time.

We began our study time together with review of the RP Exam questions. This is a manual that we
purchased from NAP to facilitate the various areas of study. Our subjects were convention rules and
special orders. The regular meeting followed and included an education program on "All things
Special: Special Orders, Special Meeting and more things Special in RONR.”

Everyone is welcome to attend our special time together at our meetings.

Ginny Altman, PRP
President

Northern Lakes Parliamentarians

We continue to meet regularly throughout the summer at the Perkins on West 78" Street,
Bloomington (France Ave S & 1-494). The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. Guests are welcome. Feel free
to contact Bev Kennedy at mille0712@comcast.net or Robert Vokes at hisfootness@comcast.net for
more information.

Recent Lessons were on the following topics: “Rules of
Order of City Councils,” “Boards: Dysfunctional Pockets
of Misused Power,” and “Parliamentarian Grab Bag.”
The education sessions that are part of each meeting
are a unique feature of the NLP parliamentarian unit.

Officers for the 2018-2019 year were recently elected
: ; and will be installed at the June meeting. They are:
IR, @S T s President, Bev Kennedy, RP; Vice President, Robert
NLP Members at the Convention Vokes; Secretary, Richard Skimland; and Treasurer,
Judy Twisk (second year of the first two-year term).

We welcome MSAP members as guests as well as anyone else who is interested in exploring a little
bit about parliamentary procedure.

Bev Kennedy, RP
President
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SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, October 6, 2018

MSAP’s Annual Fall Seminar will be held
once again on the first Saturday morning
of October for your edification, education
and elucidation. Mark your calendars
now so that you don’t miss this excellent
opportunity to hear from your esteemed
colleagues about the elegance of
Parliamentary Law! Details will be
emanating.

Pat Reymann, PRP
Seminars Chairman

Membership Report

Summer is often the time when many of our
associations are looking at new leaders and so
this is a great time to invite them to our unit
meetings so that they can learn and profit
from our educational sessions. Let’s all try and
get a few guests in to each of our units this
summer. We would also like the members to
know that we are working to get our MSAP
website up and running soon and we will keep
you posted as to progress.

Richard Skimland
Membership Chair
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President

Josh Martin
763/688-3191
jcmartin7872@gmail.com

Vice President
Miriam Simmons
651/439- 2062

mgsimmons52@hotmail.com

Secretary
Robert Vokes

952/237-4371
hisfoothess@comcast.net

Treasurer

Judy Twisk

(612) 819-8064
judytwisk@aol.com

Immediate Past President
Michael Orr

763/576-9743
orrx0012@umn.edu

Editor

Robert Vokes
952/237-4371
hisfootness@comcast.net

Historian

Patricia Reymann
651/454-4702
patreymann@comcast.net
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Parliamentarian

Darleen Harens
952/435-6910
harensdarleen@yahoo.com

Audit Committee

Ginny Altman
651/592-0704

ginialtman@aol.com

Budget & Finance
Judy Twisk

(612) 819-8064
judytwisk@aol.com

Bylaws Committee

Lucy Johnson
651/224-7102
lucyhjohnson@msn.com

Convention Committee

Miriam Simmons
651/439- 2062
mgsimmons52@hotmail.com

Education Committee

Judging & Youth Educ.
Darleen Harens
952/435-6910
harensdarleen@yahoo.com
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Membership Committee
Richard Skimland
763/703-3776
skimlandr@gmail.com

Nominating Committee
Robert Vokes
952/237-4371

hisfoothess@comcast.net

Public Relations
Judy Twisk

(612) 819-8064
judytwisk@aol.com

Seminars Committee
Patricia Reymann
651/454-4702
patreymann@comcast.net

Web Site Committee

Northern Lights Parliamentarians
Beverly Kennedy, President
612/237-6866

millie0712 @comcast.net

St. Paul Unit

Ginny Altman, President
651/592-0704
ginialtman@aol.com

10


mailto:mgsimmons52@hotmail.com
mailto:ginialtman@aol.com
mailto:hisfootness@comcast.net
mailto:hisfootness@comcast.net
mailto:lucyhjohnson@msn.com
mailto:orrx0012@umn.edu
mailto:mgsimmons52@hotmail.com
mailto:hisfootness@comcast.net
mailto:millie0712@comcast.net
mailto:harensdarleen@yahoo.com

The Minnesota Parliamentarian

MSAP BOARD MEMBERS 2018-2019 FUTURE EVENTS
President. ... et Josh Martin, PRP MSAP BOD Meeting
Vice President.......cocceviiene v Miriam Simmons. PRP August 23, 2018
SECIELANY ettt ettt e e Robert Vokes 7:00-9:00 p.m.
TrEASUIE ittt ettt st s s Judy Twisk Perkins, 4201 W 78" St
Immediate Past President.........cccccovveieciecceennen. Michael Orr, RP Bloomington
o [ o] T U U TSR Robert Vokes
HIiStOrian...cccceee et Patricia Reymann, PRP NAP Nat’l Training Conf.
Parliamentarian.......ccccceeeeececeicee e Darleen Harens, PRP September 7-9, 2018
Audit COmMMItLEE....cvcee e e Ginny Altman, PRP; Hyatt Regency
Patricia Reymann, PRP; Richard Skimland Buffalo, New York
Budget & Finance Committee......cccoevvvevveeenenne Judy Twisk
Bylaws & Standing Rules Committee.................. Lucy Johnson, PRP; MSAP Fall Seminar
Miriam Simons, PRP; Jeanette Williams, PRP October 6, 2018
Convention Committee......ccccevvvveiivineviecnnnreeninnes Miriam Simmons, PRP Place TBD
Education Committee
Judging & Education of Youth Committee......... Darleen Harens, PRP MSAP BOD Meeting
Membership Committee.......covvvvieveccncecienen. Richard Skimland October 25, 2018
Nominating Committee......ccccoveveccieinsecceeceennens Robert Vokes; 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Lucy Johnson, PRP; Beverly Kennedy, RP Perkins, 4201 W 78 st
Public Relations Committee.......ccceevevvevvrvevenenne. Judy Twisk Bloomington
Seminars ComMmMIttee....uevvvivvieieeereee e Patricia Reymann, PRP
Web Site Committee Dahms-Bierbaum Workshop
Northern Lights Parliamentarians.........c..c......... Beverly Kennedy, RP November 2-4, 2018
St. PaUl UNituueeee ettt Ginny Altman, PRP Hilton Hotel, Bloomington

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING Editor’s Note: the MSAP Standing Rules
ARTICLES FOR THE October 2018 stipulate that the June/July issue of The
The Minnesota Parliamentarian is Minnesota Parliamentarian shall include
September 1, 2018. the MSAP Bylaws & Standing Rules and a
Please submit to Robert Vokes at Membership List. Rather than including
hisfootness@comcast.net. these documents within the newsletter
(which  would make the newsletter

Photos are always welcome. inordinately long), they are attached to

the e-mail sent with this newsletter.

MSAP Web Site
www.minnsap.com
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